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It is plways difficult to 2o back and pinpeint incidente that
cauge a marriage to fail. I found it a gradual Lueild wp over many
yeara of various incidenis. 1 have given this satter much though+t

and will try to put =y thoughts snd experiencea on paper.

I guess from the hegiming our married life In Lurham thinzs began

to ehange, Tflam frowm a larce family, one of fourteen childrea.

¥e mpe 5 vory happy amd out-zgoing femily,. A Tamily that iz vary

elose. T have very fond memeories of my childhoed. Today we are

5t111 a very close-kKait femily. I can remember when I was younwer, how

we ueed to zit arcund the kitechnen table everynisght and would diszussa

the day. We vould gilve cur oploionz on aporta, politics{lonal and.

oationzl), ocur jobs, =0d cur schools. We were taurhd at a very early

are to axprezg our opiricns, to be indapendant of earh other, that

wa did net have to think alike, that we have different persornaliilies,

#nd that we had to learn to make our own decizslons. That in order

%o Ileamm, we had to make migtmie= but, o be sure we leapnsd from

our mistaksa. wé ware touazht to eritizize each ather, and ta ©e able

ta take eriticism, Teday moest of us are married and have childran

but. once a week-we'meet arid disruss and give cur opinions on the

sam# i subjecis T ﬁentiunad waforea, wWe find these ftalus to be healthy,

end we gtill reapect the right of one another, 1o have diffarent
':6pinions. .

“ I thought it necessary to tell you a little hit about my family

b

1: Ebnckgrnund o that wou would hatter understand tha problems T

L] I, (£
‘vcuunteq in my martviage
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T parried Asa in Sentemher, 1958. The first year of our married
life we I1ived in Arigorna while he waeg in the service. The following
year } wa livad in dNew York. During these years we wers very close
And we talkad about our future together snd like most nawly-wede

confided with and depernded on each cther.

It weas not until_ﬁg_moved ta Burham, I think it waz in 1961, that

Aze began to change. T reallged I 2id noet know him a2t all. While
living in Arizora and New York Aza zlways cremed to be a very strong
ritd independant perscnt. After cur meve to Turhsm he seemad to dapend
more on hiy parents and would always discuss his decisions and plans
with them. He did =cf feel a need “o Zet =y ideaz or opinions on

things that would affeet aur lives. When I tried %o talk o him
He ﬁaid he 1id not hzve tim=, he was busy buildingf&s Image in the
compunity and trying to meke a nsme for himself. 7T Dtegan to feal
very left out of his life. He wes trylng <o establish himzgelf Iin
the community and completely forgot that I also had to live in the

community. While T,/%Blfhould build our future together, he felt
he was the ane to Zet gui. meet people. During this time Aca was

working st the North farclins Mutual Life Insurance Zompany: a3 en
aesistant vice-president bu*, he 5til1l wanted very much to to into
business on his own. T joined aseveral =celal clubs and began enjoping
my new friendsz. Wwhen I went %o work at the North Carolina Wutual,

I got the tchance to meet people and make frisnds in the business
coraunity, 1 became involved with my new friends and associates and
did not have time to think about being shut out by Az=. T wanted

very much to keep the marriege golng.

Fn 1963 our first child Pamela was torn.. This was when I found

e
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out Aga was definately going into hu=lnees or hiczalf. In faet,

he visited ms in the hospital the day after Famela was born and told
ma he was planning tao leave his job asd start hiz own busine=s, zll
the arrengements had already been made, and ke was latting me Nnow
of hig decision, 1 wanted {c expreas my abprehencion but, knew ot

this point it would do ne good, and only make him ATIELY «

Asx became =a inveolved in hisg buﬁinesa that days would go by before

I would =see him. He did find time to come to the hospital and bring
me zhl the habvy home. He put me,.the Daby mnd my auvitsase in tha
house and waent right back t¢ work. i felt verw lorely gnd unsure

of myzelf. Here I waz left to care for the beby, the house, and theye
w¥as no one to help me. 4sa did not return home until late that night.
1 began to Tae]l he wae not overjoged about havirg the responzibility
of & baby in his life. WMy zister ¢alled from Mew York and concerned
thet I hed just had a baby by cezecerssn section and and did ngt have
have anyore to helw me. She flew down t¢ Durham the next day and
stayed withﬁ?ar a weex ¢ that I eould bulld up my strength. Sh&_was

such & welcomed sight.

The next few years were very difficult. Asa spent days and nights
Yuilding up his busiresa. [ wes left pretty much on Y OwWn raPFER
our daughter and the heme. A1l Asa's money was put lnto the business
and T waz told we had to give up our vaaation plans. Wa no lonzer had
Boriey for entertainment, so my only soc_ial life was wy wonthly club
;aatings. I decided to return to work at thie time, I put my daughter

in nurzery schesl and zot a jobo at Duks University ss a zecretary to
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Chaplala Wilkinaon. The reasons I decided to returs to work

wag that we naeded livismz roowm Turaiture and T was maxious to

Tfurnish cur living room, awd have scme spending momey When T
recaived ny first payment checik Azg made It clear that my money would
have ta ba used for monthly houéehuld expacdes and he cut back om the
amount of morey he would zive me 4o rum the house each month. In other
words, I 4id wot have g cholce. My money would be uged the way hs
wanted it used. I found this very hard #G talke ard told him =0.
Before thig, while we wers both warkiﬂéﬁtha Morth Caraolina Mutual,
Asa:decided to make a very large purchase, I don*t remember what

it was, I think 1t waz A car. T told him T d4id not think we cpould
gfford to make such a larga purchase at the time. He hold me [t waz
klz money ard he woulad Ld—whﬂt he wamted with it, thet I did met have
the right ;% gquestion hie decision., I krew that the anly way I could
live with A=z was to l2%s hir meke all the decisions and net guesticn
his decisions. After this I found it very 4ifficult to talk to him

about mowmey mattarsa,

Ey this time we Jknew that our marriasge wag failing and we nade
arrangenents teo conault Dr. Wilkinzom of Duke University to try to
help us. Yow can imgeine nmy surprise when Asa atartad falkine ghaut
how diffleult T wa=z to live with amd That T wae not the gweet perscon
peopla thought I was, that I wses ztubborn, and nagred him, that 1

2id not agree with him, that I had to have my own way. The asxt

BHor 4 iy
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day Dr. Wilkinson told me that he was very ghocked by Asa's
statements. He had worked with me for quite a while and did not
obeerve any of these characteristics in me. T did not remlize
until later what Asz meant by my nagging and belng stuvborn. Asa
told me Me falt it wae wrong for a wife to express sm ¢plnion on &
zub ject if the husband had already expressed a different opinken A
wife should always agree with her husband. Zhe should %&cept his
gqureagtion without questieoning him. Thlsz was cospletaly against my
up-bringing. 1 started to find it difficult tc go sut soclallaing
with hiwm, I was afraid I would say someihing he did not sgree with
and when we Teturned home he would be angry and stars fusging atout
the dutiez of a wife. My life had bLecome =0 misafable I atarted
goimz to New York to be with my family ae oftem &= possible. 1 left
my job at Duke Umiversity that summer and wert to Hew York with our
dauchter. At the time I was seriously coneidering astaying in MNew

Yoark.

Ama came to Hew Yark that summer and apolegized for making thingz =o
difficult for me. He =aid he was under tremendous siraln Lecauce of
hig busimess and wanted me to 2ome back to Durham amd try to work
‘things . out. I returusd te Durkam with him and for the next savaral
ronths Aga tried to be more tnderstanding. e even made an effort

4o coma~ home in the eveningé anid have dinner with ms. Shortly after
this I Secame pregnant with our second child and a= scon as this
happened Asa went back to his old ways. Ke would g off for days

on so-called business trips.ani we would see very little of him, the
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only time he tallted to me about the business was when he needed

me to slgn goms papers for hime I becaws oorncermed about éigning
papers for leoan:z and expressed my cencédtn to him. iHe would get VETY
angry and bang arcund the house and continually harasaeﬂ?me until I
sizned the papersz. I knew I was zetiing deeper and deepar intg
gltuaticas that I hed no contrel over “ut, knew would have an @f€act
on my life, Durirg my fifth xernth of pregmaney I developed neusionia
and was hospitalized, When I returned homs from the hospital I mada
up My mind I was net going to let Ass and hic busiress get me dowa,

I was going o do everyihing poseEivle to deliver s heglihy taty.
Sometime during the early part of Kay Asa and I vizited tha doctor

to make arrangements for the delivery of the osby. The doctor ausgested
either the 21s%. or 22nd of tfay for the delivery day. Asa %oox out
hig calendar and said he would like +o make the delivery date the
following waek. .He had a busineess appolntment the week of the 21ct.
gnd had te go out of town. It ygg_nﬁt untii thes dootor expreszsesd his
¢omgern for the heglth ¢f the baby and me, that Asa finally Eave up
the idea of holding tha nelivery ancther weak . I knew ha wag not
happy about the arrengaments when we laft the dsctor's offica. oOn
May 22, 1968 our son was borm. Bacause of =y waakensd copditicn
aftar the operation I 414 not com= around until the following day.

¥y Tamily in New York was upset, thef Znew I wam foing ta dellver the
bahy on the 22nd, and they had not heard from Asa. They trisd calling
_ him and was urable to reach hin. He never let them know that I was
84111 out and they had not bean able to wake me ups I rememnter it
w&s Dr. Wilkinaon and his wife who were in the room when T woke ups

It's strange, but I resporded te hisz voice. Things are =till very
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hazy about my first itwoe days in the hospital, I lost-track of days
and tire, I think it was the followlng morning Asz came to visit mae
end t=ll ms that he wses going out of town oa a tvusinass trip and
would be back in a few days, I was hurt and diaappointed but, deep
down T Iknew nothlng was going to interfere with his business irlp.
He 413 return to Durkar in tlme to Dring dur son and me home from the
heoepital. My sister 1n New York came the same day to help ms. By
thle tima py mother waz anncyed with Asa and his attitude %oward his
family. She was a very strong beladver In strong Ffamily ties. Xy
wother came to visit me to make zure I wRz all right and during her
risit begged me nﬂtfﬁgve anynore childrefi. She felt I was just not

Etfﬁﬂg enough t¢ go through another operatlon,

ATter the birth of pur son we drified further apart. Asa's buziness
ﬁ%ﬁigutn pick-up and his tremendous ego began Lo surface. He now
resentegjtha time i spent with the childredrand felt sverything
should be centared around his reeds. Hiz attitude wasE£§%E£%§ o &

mine, naver wek us, He was &2 married man tut, he wanted to live like

A single man. He came and want as he pleazed,

Aga contlnued to tell me that we could not afford to ge out or take
vaeations, as he put 1t “we had to tightan our belts" but, during
this period I notleed, the children and I wers kept on a very strict
budget but, Asa was golng to all the better stores in Durham znd
Purchazing a new wardrotbe. We lived 1like thiz for the next several
yearz. 4isa goling hls way ad 4the children and I golng our way. When

he wag home he elept and had wery 1lttle tims for the childran.



He &aid he navar learned to feel comfortable ground childred .
Qur daughter Pamela, who was now in s¢hool, had so little chancd
to get to know him. HE came home late at night znd left the houze

early in the morning.

During the summer of 1973 I visited my family. My mothar was very
sick} and the dector told ua she would not live much longer. I wanted
to spend as much time with her az possible. She adored the children
and no matter how sick ashe was she enjoyed having them arcund. While
I was in New York Asa itcok my car (= Cougarjand traded it in so he
Gouid buy a Lincoln Continental, he replaced my Cougar with & Ford
Pintoc. You can imagine my surprise with I came back home and found g
different car in the drive-way. From the very begimning A=a let me
know that the Linséln was hiz ecary and he did not want me to drive i+,
He had bBecome salfizh ahout everything we owned. T never drove the

Linceln and hzd no desire to anyway.

Asa began to treat the children and me in the same mamner he treated
his employees, always in a businesas-like manner. ﬁehén he called the
houge he alwayszs spoke 1na very business-like manner, not in a casual
mannear that a hushbgm and wife should speak to each other. He even
dred this manner with the children. Qur daughter was very mware

of this and just didnoet £o te him for anything. He became alrost a

giranger to har.

A
+~

In aarly 1974 my mother passed away and it"s terrible loss to me.
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He dezth oreated a big veid in my 1life, I missed her terribly.

It was a time T really needed momeone o comfort me. PEut, Asa

and I had grown further apart and we know longer lived es hushand
ard wife, W= Jjust went pur separate ways. T trisd to g=t him to
spend more time with the children, they nesded to hknow that they
were loved gnd that he was iﬁterEEted in them. It was Just a

respomsibility he 4id not want to deal with at the Tlme.

In 1575 Asa's business began to Tall and he asked me to come te the

office and help him. 7T knaw that he was under a fremendous strain and I

wanted to help, It whs the first time he asked me to help him with his

bugineza. Asza and Darelyn Hurlay had been running ihe tueiness tojather

for saveral yesra, I was surprized at the congrol she had over Asz.

I falt 1t waz really @arolyn wha ran the businass, she could talk

Ass inte almoast anything. Tt wss strange to sea the man you live with,

wha did not need ar want yeur advice regarding matiers that wonld effact

aur lives, baing controlled Ty anciher %oman. Having me and Mrs. Hurley

togather at the office became very awkward. I found myself heceoming

very suepicious about their relatiomship. I kEnew that they rade many

dusiness trips together, and that for the last saveral yesrs Asz had

tacome imdifferent toward our zex=1ife. Asa wzx a man who had tu have
Irsiasted

his way =2t home, who Imxtiakxed +hat our lives be centered around him,

8 man who was axtremely seff.cantored, He always mede pe foel

that he wap better thzon the chiidren and ma, and that he gnd hs only

- should live a ceértaln life—=tyle, It wes a shock to see this

dominating wan being so controlled in <he office by ¥ra, Hurl=sy.

L]
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the second shock I received while working at the coffice, was the
fact that Asa and ¥ra. Hurley had formed ancther ecompany and I was
never told abtout it. When I confronted him about the company. he
told me that it did not concern me, The money they mads from the
company they formed, was used tg Xeep thisz cowpamy Ffoing, I mYEEx
naver heleived this. By this time I ¥néw I had had emough. I just

no longer trusied Asa.

Iknew a2t thisz time the marrizsge could naot last vndar theee conditions.,
It was beginning to take it*3 Tall on the children. £uyr lives had
centered arautdf?gi the last several years and the children could nét
develop tao thelr notentiml. They were maturing toe fast and I wanfed
then g have a child-hood. T wanted them %o be children. Thers wils

plenty of time later for growing up. T wanted them %o lagk back on

their child-hoed with fond mamapies.

wWEth the bugineés failing I knew that I would be neaded to halp sign
papers, o I did return to the officd uniil things were straizhtens=d
tut. Asa was very depregzed gbout the lass of his tusiness and was
anxjous to get started again in 2 new business. He opened a Travel
Agency and T went to help him z& started. I did not stay in the office
long, he d4id not went my advice or helpy., 4z he put it, he did not went
e be told what to &n; He kad had snouch of that with his other
buginess., T left him on his own to do what aver he wanted 4o do.

x .
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In Januatry 1976 Asa came home one svening and teld me he was moving
out of the house. After living with A=za for seveniesn years I knsw
nothing T zald weuld stop hime T d4id ask him to think about it and to
be zure that thiz was what he really wanted 4o do. He zzid helmd
alresdy given it a 1ot of thought and it was something he had to do.

He =3id hehad been apartment hunting and as soon as he found what

he wanted he would move cut. I expfegsed my concern about the ehildren
and he aaid he would talk to them before moving. The first saturday.
In February a moving van pulled up and 4sa was salready up and gettling
hls thinge tokether., He did not tell me the night beafere that he would
hﬁ movine the nert doav. Ama tool 2il hle clothes, the Den furniture,
and ¢ne of the heds qout of our son*s room. He alaso took the safe
with him. 7T teld him T kad some paner in the azfe that T needed. T
nagded the childreng birth certificates and health records and my stock
certificate.{¥es had bgourht stceX in Mechanic & Farmers Sgnk gsversl
¥ears ago}. Althouzh we pooled our money to buy the stook, Asa

had put 811 af thkem in his neme. When I found this out, I Ttouzht wome
in Yy own neme. A=a promised to give these things to me as soon as

he 2ot settle in his apartmont. Today, eftsr ssking for theze papers
vany times, Asa has not iurned them over %o me., When I moved to Kéw
York I had to wrlte for coples ¢f all our recordsz In order to

enrgll ¥ke ehildren in achool, and for me to get a job.

When Asz moved out of our home he told me f£o 2all his mother if
o Fe
I wanted to contact him. B¥ would nat tell me where ha wgs moving



‘*12‘

to, or leave his telsphons numbar with ma. He said guring tha day
I could reach him at his office, if T needed fo comteet him in the

evening to call hisz mother and she would get In towsh with him.

SHortley after Az2a nmoved ont ot the heouse, 7T Legan o get harrasging
phene calls fram hig credltors and 1ife became mizerghle for the
chlldren and me. I was working as a teacher's aide and zoires to

schoosl at rnight. I found that Asa had not pald most of our monthly
bills and the cnildren's schosl tultion was over-dus,; the zad bill

wag overdua (T fourd out that Aza went to the Cas Company and had the
bill put in my name, and they siarted harrassineg me. Tt wag very
difficult to come home from work severyday and dezl with Asa'z ereditors.
T also found out that Asa had let cur Insurance poiicies lapse.

It zeemed L=a owed averyome in Durham.

Life bezame pretty mimerable for the children and me. The children
would snawer the phane while I was in achocl and 4id net knew how to
deal with the creditors, all this waz making them very nervous. I

told them not to answer the phone when I was net at home.

Cne night when I came home from school T raceived 3 cali frem the

bank helding Asa's ear loars. Asa was Dehind in hiz pavwents for the
Pinto. I was told tha*t if %i;did not make a paymént by the following
day, they would have to coma gat the ¢ar. I explained to the ecaller
that we were separated. Il said it did not make any differancéd, a car

rayment had to bte made hy the following day. He suzzegtad I coma to the
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Papnk the following morming befeores it opened with thé pagnent
or leoss the car. T took the last of my savings and went 1o the bank
ghe follawirg morning end mada the car oayment. % krew T could not
gmi the children back and forth to school everyday withoul the car.
I ealled my scn's scheol and told Bis+*#ary Eliza®eth that Asa had
rnoved out of the housze puot, I would try to contact him and haye him
eontact her about the achool tultion. After maklng the car payrent
T no longer had the money to pay foar the scheol tuition or the gaz
bill.

It was in June of 1976 tha*t I was visited bv a Mre Brown of the SGi
and was told the house was going to be foreclosed . I was in the
riddle of studying for my fimal exams and and this was the bigge=t
ahosk of all. T c¢alled Asa at his office and told him about Mr. |
Brown's vigit. He did not =eem too surpri=sed, zo T guessed he alrsady
knew about it, He said he was talking with his lawyrr and would ge=t
btack to wme laier on. Egé called back and told ne we were leoalnz the
house the SEA loan had not b=en paid. The fellowing week Mr. Erown
geme WAtk Lo he house and posted a foreclosurs zign on our fruﬁfiawn.

Ixxgggx told we had to be ocuk of the houase %y the end of July. I

spent the next fuw.days in total confuslon, I kndw we did not have the
monsay to kKeep the house and that T would heve to atart packing our
things t¢ move, T remember Aza coming over to sxplzin how the house
was loat buf, oy thié timm I wae in such shbhek and eonfusien I den't
ramenber what wap sald- I only knew that the children and I had e
leave our home. Tt was 90 very difficult to explain all thls to the

children, whan I did not fully understand everything myself.
Fr]



I welked arcund for deys tryinz to fipure out what T was geing to de.

I fin=lly deeided T would just have to take fhisgs daw by doy. I wes

atle to continua Ly workisg a-d finiching up the Zagt Tew wesks of achool,
after my final exems, T cajlgd the ded Dall Gtorage Jorpany and mads
arrangemonta ta stcre our thinps. I stsried liszting ell the thinge in he
howse, T went dewm te the I'ire stwhion 2nd get un I. D, Gun 4o psrk ull
our thirga, sod spent devs marking and listing avaryzhisg wa ocwned. Uhile
831 ihis wag golrg on T lsarned Asa was rurning for Sscretary of State (whick
surprdsed me.) and zay very 1itkie of him =nd his femiiy, Chortly after I
learned ambout fza running for cffice, fna decidsd he wented to nove tack

" into the house., I think she reason for thisz wes to establish credakbility
In regard to hig carpaien. I refused to let him mek inte thz bwuse. IG
wud only a watter of a fsw wecks thot thie ehiliwen and T ked to be omt of
the house and T eouwld ces no Toasan why be showld ' hore. I 2ldp racaived
a vlzib from Lzalz parents at this time asking 1= to reconsider op decistion
and et Asa pove mclk Iwto the hovwse, T apein refused end il wes at Lhis
time Lhet his motber wiszhed me Twek and hoped that I got =11 thed I '.-J-Eﬂt-ed
but, Aza waag her sen and she would do all she cowld te help hime  3Strangs,

ehe did cot foel that wzy etout helping her srardehildren,

T have to back—track here, shertly after Sss moved oud of the home, I went

te vlsit 2 lawyer I chese one that T had med tefore, end bad given a reception
for a vandidute ke wag weldng. T eanfh aft %hiz time Semesher his name. s
WEE ?ér? rnice and ex=lz’ned to ce skxt he wes B close £=isnc of the femitw
and did wot went to handlae my ecasa. He sugpestsd I contact Mr, Robert Sooper

of Chapel i1l %o reprecent me.,
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I talkad to fsa zad told him T wae plaoeing te move beck to Wow Yook and
that I wus ruliing cverythizg in aterups until T could [ind a olace to

live 1vn, IF two sigters who ars singls offered So let us stay with them
wnkbil iy divorce wgs settled., My slgiers came o Ththam te help "r.e ALK

Wiile they wsrs there, dsa «isifed me and Lold me ke would hsve ths ihings

in ghorags sent to us by Seplember,

I ilaft Durhew on July 9, 1976 wita the children cur dog arsd cat and d=ove
to Hew Yark by car with uy sisters. Wien I arrived in MNew Yerk, tired and
5121 in & deze sbout ai’ tbat haweened o wa, I ked exactly $050.00 wizh
- me and was hopiag what by the time schacol epaned the obildrer amd I owomtd
- be gettled dn o own Dlace, zng our Yhings in sterdee would e sent to uws.
Wajla 1n Xew Tork T received a 223l fror Mr. Ceoper. (T hed left my Hew Tork
address and ‘elephons —urier with him botors I left Jurhsm), He told =
I had o ccourt date In Seplemhsr. ¥y gizter reglized that to= shidldren
ard T werc under & great ctrsin erd thay &1d 227 they ecci?d to tey to kocor
tha ehildrer busy algttsesing znd wisiling zeistives fo belp them unwind.
¥y sialers were suct ® Dig help and very tnderstnncing. Afhzr s whilse t'rlé

zhlldren befan to relaw and zdivet fo their new surroundings.

JAbeud ke widdle of Ausust the ehildren becems rsally nervous for the fir=t
tire. They were watching thedr Triends and melotives getbing resdy for aschocl
an? beosme concewaed abous thelr own scheooling. Ik wzg durdnp this tlme Aza
2allzd and T asked Tix to sond the children®s Lirth eertdificzies oné herlfl

records po T coald cnroll chew in achooi. I alse ssked alout oy stec:
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cetrullicata , he #0id e wonrdd look for Lham and send them to me. In he
metoivima I waa oub every dayr with the childrez checking on schools Zn tre
arer. T knew thal T did ret wmst So pub them 1n putlie geheool here 2nd Ioewod
for a priwmis school that wovld =ot e oo axpanslve, ACkar much gearvching
I fourd a Iumtheran Tey School that charped $160.00 a manth, T a2iTad Assle
Mother end asked ber tc heve 2im econhoct me oz soon as nossinde, Ha oollad
me that dsy and T told hin zbout ke svhool end csked if he world oay the
tuition. Fe zaid e could nos afferd Se pey for their scheolirg. T zlso

for
ssked agaic /the childrea's regords. Fe snld he had sore damars e his
api~iment and he could aetd Zoeste i£§ records at tha tire, By Lbis Ldime
T kaew that he had oo 1Hﬁﬂntiﬂnﬁ1ﬂﬁtﬂiﬂﬁ these papers Lo me, He: weas Ooh
going to help me and the children, You eaw imaglee the zituabtian, He=e
I was In Hew York with twe cnlldren snd just a few lays befors sahecl

o

cpaning and no Efﬂ%ﬁén noneylter aakool, ro monay for gchaol alathesg ewnd
oo job. I was frapbdc, T Borrowe] ovsr one thousand dollars frco by sisters .
togk cars of the seuceld tnitdés ard sclkool elothea, T bourht 2 new ombTis
for myself and starlk=d Joo maatizg, Jobz in Hew Yark at thaes finme ware very
sturee and X knew Tt wonid ke tims to Miod ona, T also koew I Rad te ope
8 Joor as sogn 29 soesibtie. T 4id nob wernl to get any deever in delt, T wns
Yoping my dey In cowri world ezd 2]l thiz =nd T would be zeffing moTa kalp
with suprorting the child=es, Asga wvaz at this tims sending 050,00 B monis
suppert for both children. T became more carcarned every duy, I krew the

childrsn ouid be neediqg thkeir winter elothes soon.

T laft ¥ew Tork snd refurred to Durban the es-ly nevt of  Sepheroer, T ataysd

with a neigbbor, She was kind encuch io keep my sizter 4=3 me in her home

T e D s e mte = mmmemig e,



17—

fer the might., I sewsin buad boprowsd woney from oy sister o make Zhe

trip to Durham, che alse Lravelsd with me to give ma moral suaprort. Thia
wrz ©F Sivst ewperiarce In eoirh and T cape out shocked, disilliousianasd

and mentslly besten. My lawys» paver scoke & word,tbes anly thing that
eomparnad Amata lewyers 2ad the Judze was Asnts visiting Tights, Mothing
Wag ner.l't.icne:i ators the needa of the ehildren, or ahont the nead of their
clottea ard othar things otfll in storsge. ALl Bsafs lowyera talked aboul
wzd his expenses ard how he could apt afford o suppert nis children as be
ghould., They saswed merz coaccrned abouws % imag af iz boglness.  “he
julee expressed now sorry ha falt for Asa gelne Shewsk & busiuess loss énd
buying to atart over agsin. Fo onz wantlon whot she children anag T worc
golng through, we wera guffarlag so much mere Lban Aza, He roved ouh and
laft us with <he buwden of hiz eredifery, Te never lost any of his wcrsonel
roagessiong, Je had s11 his clothes ard furnlsurs in his spavtremt. The
aaildren and I had nothing with we but opr surmer solobthes, Iu foli so at.r"-':mga
sluting and listering o these mer +balk sboub 211 that b=z bad Icat, &nd
nEVET Tensicn asrenine aboub what we bad lest, Lthe shifdwen and oo je  The
Judge did lco‘r-:—i'.-p 2 federol pulde to chesk the ameans of mancy should send
gach child every zoesh, T 4hink it sams %o about $100,00 2 week for aach
child, He weiversd **is ososvse he was convirced hsa fue eould not aiford 4o
suppard his chlidrer 1a this marper at this time, He felf  the §$150.00

be waz eendins wes ademuaie. The guestion of alimcny for mc rame wo, and the
Judce told Aza ard h.-t..s lawyars o get together and deelds what would ba an
adacuate ancanta By this %ima Aza and his lewyers eould kerdly conteino

their plessurs., It was also decided that I refurn te Durham at a later dats

T ko Y T N J T R e == =
. . : - :



reparding the allmeny, T knew thet T uwgs over myp head 1r dabt and eould ned
eEl my sistera to 1mcd me anymooo money, L ohed 4o think showt the cRildren's
ne=ds gnd repaying 111 the meoner T had worrewed. A trip oeek o Zorham was
impossitle, The next day ca the traln Sack to New ¥erk with oy sister I
felt for the first timxe iz oy 23%e completely slecne. T knew my aisters
wenld heln o= din any way bhey could, bul T knew thab T had the respoasiblility
of two chiliren and Lhal I would have to b= the one to take the "e™d by the
hern™ wnd ieke cuire of them. I would hewe to guln employrent ond zcck. Wikhin
less Lhan o month sfter my lust trip to Surhum T begen working for ac
nzuracce Georpeny here In New York.,  To this day T donMt kmow how how T wea
able Lo paszs the test for cmplogmeat, T was urder so toch strazs. I had

5
roturred foom Deoher wishy t. i chilldren's elothen, bool, and -swrponsl thilues,

and no more morey Sooheln suerert the ehdliren, other than She ..;-lﬁ:?“ 28 a month

.'_/

for both children., Aoz 353 call during thst sumrar arnd azked to ceme back
to Turhar and If weo 113 act oobe Tack be oweeld Go what be hed do do, I 454
rot, know what be wawns by Yo what be kad 3o 2o ontil later. T meeall
a %imm In thea r'ast whet Aze Lold ne be wewdd act awrserh bizs ob23dren I

they Jid not live witk Xim. T 4id not =elisve *e meant it at $r2 $ime,

A
e _ - - - B m—-‘!
Moni L knen- better. L R R L VR .--_‘H-t. .:r.t,m-..-. T LRy A 5
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fine of the homicst thi inpra T i t::- ae guring tnla Sipe yma to coms ok So I
New Tork sand Try to axplain fo tThe shildren that T wes wialle to yet the !
money for Gheir schocling ard wap mable to pat tbalr olothed, Cornlture aed

morponzl things, TI6 waa wery difficudt exnlalning all this te sn % yesr old

and 8 13 yeaar o0dd, witheat nekiop ther feal vwnumnted and bittey, the one
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thing I teld myself =12 during the last yesr In Lurbam, I 454 scot want
them to oror hate their frther. I snoe begped Ass to kesp things on a msis
wherae wo could rerain frienda for ihs sake of the children. He mads thls

albost Irpassilla. T oas rnewver Sorgive hiwm for $he wey to trested bhis children,

Thab evening T sat down with the children snd sxplaited to them that we wers
gterting e new 1ife Iin Hew York and we wonld huwe o put our 117e in Ihriam

way Lo paik
bekind us. I fel% &% the tima that this wea ‘r . thingza easicr Zor

them. T must sayr I';rn- Tery proud oF ry exi2dmen they took their ooy life
e

in stricde, both we=rt to =chool undi o umuﬂle ad; 11._1:.'"1| to the ehenge, I poticed

J
ther were able to keep Lheir prodes un withiany dii‘fictltj'. T waz worklng

ard pubting z2sice & certain aretmt of money each wesk in ordapr to pay bacz the

mamay I had borrowed, Th took me 3 yeara, but I pald ewery one tack,  Lfter
4 years T was firally begindng to see a 2isdle day-light, This pésh wea

T ugs saving money so chat the chiléros ard T coxls gel our own snortpent. W
really nesded Lhe spaca. Pomels iz now a serior in Tizh Gehael, exd R;;g.
looking Zorwerd to sttending eellege. I wes converted shoulb tha schood
Tirmy was =2iisading, I fell bhs neeﬁeﬂ nore of 4. challengs in achool, ngu
1z pow sending :ﬂg SI00.0T a wooth for bosk ehildren, With prices 3o hish
now thig amourt st;i'll doesAi't relisve fhe bnden of raizirg twe crildren
for me.

In July of thils yoar the ckildren #nd I moved irto cur own assrtment in
Brockize, MWe dezper:tely needsd the amece. I lmesw thal whings woewld

be diffisult fom us becauge our mpenses Wwowld be higher, bub we TeRlly

neaded to te or ouwr own. My bippest preblem w,s a achool for Tiusgy, Fanmelis

At—m
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waz slready sebiled in one of she bast wigh Schools in Hew York, end I
wanted a gend Junicr Hirh gchosl for Tiomy. I ehavked 2 runber of schenls
iv Srookiyn ard finelly found one Lrah Timmy siked and el poxfortable
1n. The orly problem wes the money fud tFe gohool, I% wps mone expansive
then the scrool in fuecna. I tosk my savines Sron wy income Lix relurn

g paid Tor Lhe first hulf of the school year, and walied with the Diwecstor cf

Adwigsion about tme possivility of getting Pinancial =ii Ser She gzcond half of

H=

L
i

the ye=r. Tlam

Hy]

11 waislng far word abosl this. Fafore cur TaTe Lo Rrooklyn
T explzized to the children thet we eotd nebd aflomd to mﬂvé into a4 nicer
‘apen af Hrooklyn at Shis time ok, we would “are o little mere space ang bhely
Cwould Tind il eagier =o stuwy., T leow weonle heore =nd we aeould gount on Lhem
ts help us when we needed it. T &lza comizined to them that in onder Lo weke
the mave we wowod have %0 do withous a4 Iot of things, =2nd it_unulﬂ noth be
gagy. They both agmend Lo making the mevc. Wa 4id ot heve furnivure oF
amy 0f the things recded to sel-up an areTorend. With the nelp of frierda
ané family I w=s 2hble 15 aot heds, Ylepkohs, plates and tha clhsr thinga
pecassary bo geb starled. 022 of my rarrisd sisiers give usg ner old sofs
and perd Lable torws mbil yo oowld geioour oW trings, My farnily sed friends
helead me nains whe ararlzent. This iz how thinTs shond today. Timgy —ovas
his new schoel ==d ‘wopetuliy I will be able Lo weep in this scheol. Tameln
is trving to get inte Hew Tork Cpiversity, the sost f2 cur bizgest problao,
she hes the grades to make it.  Tra s-ildpen and T bewe had o change our
1ife strle considershly in the last Tour years =nd pegucrsibility e mizing
awi supnorticg the childzen tma begn mins for thz last four yoars. I feel
svat Ase should rive us mare sunport fiasncielly te irgurs that fthe children

wiil et a proper education.
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Azzlr gurmeng- for divoree cars &% 2 tine when T could $]l-afford e
puother cxpense, sorchow T focl Ase krmows this.  FPe ic Egﬁin pubbing
e in dekt, It seems liks eveory tice we siart to male head-wayr, he
pops inko our Zives spmin Lo haTess us in ons WAy of arciher. T oty
hope that this tine whe divorce will go Shrough and wa pet tha firanci=l
help wa so despuretely neesd. Tlam Sired of havwing fob disTupd owe 1lvss

eveTy time he pots = whinm, I imow zow he will alwmys trr to raks our

lives ag diffisult as coesible. fAe o daupster put 45 MCan't we stop him

from harazsing u=3",

I forget ta meation that T 1e™ wy ecar 1n Inrheo becauss it was ia cire

poepd of repeirs, My siocce who was afttending school in Durham drowe Hhe

gy o MNew Tork for me. Nefora ghe left Turhew the car broxe down exnd

ehe called ms and aeked WERE what oie zhouid do. 1 told her to soniact
Aza about settiing the car fixed. Jhe cailed hizs oafflics Dok, wo nevyer
returned is ¢2ll s0 she tock the gar to the garagé we nouslly uasd und
trisd to pst the ear sepairsd. Thay told —er thes fss ¢id pot pay hia Jeuh
®ill &nd they rafumad fo service the car. _She Yook = Lerridly crance, ond
drore thn oer to New York, She dreve Lthe ok in Crons of o slstoerls
horee and bthe our ‘ust disds With Ghe help of oy brosher and orother-in-
law T weoa akle to pot the car worzing =spcin,  They wers soased thol my
nisce mede It to Hew York with —he onr. It the end aof the yecr T asked
Aga to =zend me the resislrulion far the car apd to talc car of the sar
insuraroe, He told e he was going fo canpcel the insururce on the cer

and Re wouZd pand me the €itle ts the car. The car zat In fromt of the
bousse for two yoeng bofors e gsent the t2tie do me, I hed m car T eonld nob

driva for two years, The eor wag hit by anether eor whils parked in frook

—r———————r - = R . —— . = s - . - . . . . -
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of the house. I wpain god in towech with Aazsls parents wrnd akkod o have

Aga c21l re, I told kim ebout the wecldent and ;aws hin she nsme of the prergon

end his Insurance Compenr. He sald be wowTd take care o it.  Todsy the osr

gtilT has & deeted yezr fender. T den's Ynow AT he ever scokasled the men or

his Insurarce Coopany. L4111 T know iz that the car wos hever fixsd. The

cay Btill reeds a’et of repalrs it kso blz rust spets snd needs to e pl—:i&bed.

I hawe been deponding on my vrother and brother-in-law to leor ths ear mwmning,
s

I hawe been puibing thiogs dow™or pever cuchday 55 they eams inteo mind av

I know thst I hswe Jumped arouad cn;:'i everything mey not te in oarler. T hove

also tTied Go rerembar all thad went on ic the last Four yemvs.

¥r decision Lo rerain in MNew Teok with the c=fldran and reobt retorr to  Inrhso
VaB not 4 ilsk or sasy one mznd Toimeow onr Xives would reh te emsy. T found
aftar Asz movad out of our -ouse, that & grest —resgure bad L=en lifzed from
e, LATAT that tipe T wys wiawgre of the sbemadn T wgs living mmder, Tha
cklid=an began to develep fefients that nerer showed uc while livieg in Durkar
Trey both lowe to draw aad cre guite pocd a% it. 2arelas wag oven ehle o
pass the tegt for The izgh Scheol of Masdie & Art,  She 8lzo passed She tesh
for Stuyvocant Higl Seheol, she dedided So atteond Stuyvesant. The school
was awpls of her atility %o draw and pus her in special art claszess,.  Tirmgr
is now writing for his seheol paper ard de-owa a lot at home.  Psmela tirned
13 the day Before we lelt Durhag, she was very withdmusm ot Skt iime, shs

1 wew mmeh more out-feing and frlsr:dl},;r. Tha anly convern the ciildren hawe
exprosaed about the Alvores iz thet they do not wart te go buek to Durham

vhder any clrcimstances. They sald they do not feed comfortable with their
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father becaunre they don't feel cloge to hiw now and mevar did, ¥ kmow that
no Tatser whabt Lsa iz stiil their father ard 45 antliied to wiali wita <hem,
althougk in the four yvesrs that we hawe besn in Jow York, he bez vislted them

ane time, He has nel in the lour year asnked them if they needed sartbing or

Fa
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T Dring thize pEsérs wp=tn=date I hawe to tcll you shat the childran

recelived 4 thape call from thair gi'andparsnts for the Tiret tlrme in fous
years. Two woeks afier the call I peesived the sumora for diveres. They
sald they wanied teo *aik te the criidren muh, I think thay wonted fo get

oF ned oddrass and telephone aumber.

Tha %nd, “he Evd, The Ead,



